

















PREVIOUS PAGE, TOP Glowing
cypress surrounds the library's
curved wall of windows. Two
hidden doors—one opening to
the kitchen hallway, the other
to a new wine room—give

the room its air of mystery.
BELOW Refinished floors

in the living room enhance

the floor-to-ceiling cherry
paneling and cornice detailing.
OPPOSITE PAGE Fresh white
and gray paint and the period-
appropriate ceiling medallion
give the dining room an air of
dignified authenticity.

director of sales and marketing at John Kraemer & Sons.
“Now it looks like new.” Adds his brother and project man-
ager Jeff Kraemer, "It was so rewarding to keep the integrity
and historic value of the home while we were remodeling.”

The fully paneled formal dining room was freshened
with a period-appropriate ceiling medallion, trim work,
and new lighting. LaMendola selected a soft and subdued
color palette of grays, browns and greens for walls and ceil-
ings throughout the house that would “make the spaces
handsome and grand,” she says.

In the library, floor-to-ceiling cypress paneling sur-
rounds a curved wall of divided light windows. In this
room, somehow simultaneously imposing and cozy, the
panels also disguise two doors. One of them provides
access to kitchen via the original servants’ hall; the other
once hid a small, Prohibition-era bar. Charlie combined
the hidden bar with a coat closet to create a new wine
room with hand-hammered copper sinks and hand-carved
period details.

In his practice, Simmons tends to focus more on con-
temporary architecture. “But as a history buff,” he says, “I
immensely enjoyed researching this house, its history and
craftsmanship, and how to replicate some of its original
details.” The original builders and architect, he reflects,
worked from drawings of Craige Manor and colonial plan-
tations in the Deep South. In restoring the home for his
brother’s family, he once again turned to that time period
and its architecture for inspiration. “It was a rare opportu-
nity to work on a home with historical ties to St. Paul, and
to one of the great American poets and authors,” he says.
“A real slice of American history.”

For their part, the Simmons family is reveling in their
new spaces. “We love the new kitchen and the wine room,”
says Jane. "And I love the new mud room, where everyone
has their own cubby.” MH
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